Tane Mahuta

21 DAYS • North and South Island • For prices and date info, visit www.leisuretimetours.co.nz
Join
oin us for a three week Boutique Journey that will take you on an adventure like no other.
Experience the breath taking scenery of snow-capped Alps, wander through lush tropical rainforests
and relax on wide sandy beaches.
You will learn how this beautiful land has been shaped by ancient volcanoes and southern seas,
by Māori warriors and colonial settlers. Friendly local guides will share their cultural, historical
and ecological expertise whilst extending a warm welcome to you on this magnifient journey.

Tour Inclusions
• All transport and the services of
an excellent tour guide
• Accommodation based on two
people sharing a double/twin
room (single supplement applies)
• Entrance fees to places of interest
included on your itinerary
• The services of local guides where
referenced

Culinary Inclusions
• 26 meals included:
20 breakfasts (B) 1 lunch (L)
5 dinners (D)
• Enjoy a wine tasting and evening
meal at Mission Estate, New
Zealand’s oldest winery
• Experience an authentic Māori
Hangi dinner and learn about
Māori culture
• Appreciate true kiwi hospitality
with a family dinner during your
rural homestay

DAY 1 • AUCKLAND Haere mai – welcome!
Arrive into Auckland and spend the rst of the
day getting to know the ‘City of Sails’ and your
fellow travellers.
City Hotel
DAY 2 • AUCKLAND TO BAY OF ISLANDS (B)
Leaving Auckland behind, we travel up
Northland’s west coast to the Waipoua Forest,
where our Māori guide leads us deep into the
forest to see Tane Mahuta, the largest kauri tree
in the world. In the afternoon we head east to
the pretty seaside town of Paihia.
Local Bed & Breakfast
DAY 3 • BAY OF ISLANDS (B) We start the day
in Russell with a guided tour where we learn
about this pretty little town’s rip-roaring
past, when drunken sailors earned it the name,
‘the hell hole of the Pacific’. Enjoy an afternoon
at leisure to explore the area on foot or take a
dolphin cruise in the spectacular Bay of Islands.
Local Bed & Breakfast
DAY 4 • BAY OF ISLANDS TO COROMANDEL
PENINSULA (B) A morning visit to the
Waitangi Treaty Grounds, where the treaty
between Māori tribes and British settlers was
signed in 1840. Later we head south, driving
through the lush farmland of Waikato to the
Firth of Thames, where we stop to visit the
Miranda Shorebird Centre.
Private hotel, 2 nights
DAY 5 • EXPLORE THE COROMANDEL
PENINSULA (BD) White cliffs and golden
beaches, inviting turquoise waters and green
forests are the colours of the Coromandel, with
scarlet highlights courtesy of the flowers of
Pohutukawa trees in summer, making this one
of our favourite regions. Rightly famous is Hot
Water Beach, where warm springs bubble up
through the sand, and when the tide is right
you can dig out your very own ‘spa’ pool for
a wallow. Our recommendation for lunch is
under the fruit trees at Colenso Café. In the

afternoon, it is well worth putting on your boots
to walk to Cathedral Cove. This marine reserve
is accessible only on foot or by boat: our efforts
are rewarded with one of the most photogenic
beaches in NZ, with water-worn rock formations
sparkling against the blue-green of the Pacific.
Tonight we share on the cooking duties
enjoying a Kiwi Favourite – a BBQ dinner in the
garden.

DAY 6 • COROMANDEL PENINSULA TO
ROTORUA (B) Travel south on the Pacific Coast
Highway to Rotorua. Here we take a guided
walk of the Government Gardens, and take a
trip to Te Puia, an active geothermal site, and
the centre for indigenous arts and crafts and a
Kiwi conservation project.
City hotel, 2 nights

mirrors beautiful Mount Cook in its still waters.
This land is the heart of Te Wahipounamu
– the place of the greenstone – explored
by generations of Maori but penetrated by
Europeans only 150 years ago. We head up
over the Haast Pass along the river road, which
took more than 40 years to complete, travelling
beside the icy river and deep into Mt Aspiring
National Park. The atmosphere lightens as
we reach lovely Lake Wanaka, reflecting the
mountain peaks that in winter offer superb
skiing, and the pretty resort town of Wanaka.
Local Bed & Breakfast
DAY 14 • WANAKA TO TE ANAU (B) This
morning there is time to relax, you may wish
to take a jet boat ride up the Matukituki River
or take the opportunity to enjoy one of New
Zealand’s best half day walks – The Diamond
Lake and Rocky Mountain Trail. As we depart
Wanaka we stop to quench our thirst at the
much photographed Cardrona Pub before
travelling around Lake Wakatipu and into
Te Anau, gateway to the magnificent Fiordland
National Park.
Country hotel, 2 nights
DAY 15 • TE ANAU TO MILFORD SOUND (BL)
Depart Te Anau for a full day excursion
travelling via Fiordland National Park to Milford
Sound. The scenery is spectacular with lofty
mountains and deep valleys carved out by Ice
Age glaciers. On arrival in Milford Sound, take a
short boat ride to Sandfly Point. An easy 5.5 km
(11 km return) walk alongside the cascading
Arthur River and moody Lake Ada, on a well
maintained track through ancient temperate
rainforest leading to Giant Gate Waterfall.
An expansive swing bridge provides perfect
photo opportunities. Return at a leisurely pace
taking the time to enjoy this incredible forest.
Your nature guide will provide an excellent
opportunity to learn about the fascinating
human heritage of the track. Walkers then
re-join the boat for the transfer back to
Milford. At Milford Sound board your cruise
down the fiord past Mitre Peak to the open
sea. Seals and dolphins are often seen in the
clear waters of the fiord. Lunch will be served
aboard your cruise. The boat returns to
Milford Wharf. Return to Te Anau travelling via
the Cleddeau Gorge, Homer Tunnel and the
lovely Eglinton Valley.
DAY 16 • TE ANAU TO QUEENSTOWN (B)
Leaving Fiordland National Park behind, we
take a short journey via Kingston and Lake
Wakatipu to Queenstown ‘Switzerland of the
Southern Hemisphere’ and our base for the
next two nights.
City hotel, 2 nights
DAY 17 • QUEENSTOWN (B) A day at leisure
to relax or explore. Thrill-seekers may zip-line
from Bob’s Peak, get drenched on a Shotover

jet-boat ride or go white-water rafting. Those
seeking a more relaxed option may choose to
discover Lake Wakatipu with a cruise on the
classic steamship TSS Earnslaw up to Walter
Peak Station.
DAY 18 • QUEENSTOWN TO MOUNT COOK
NATIONAL PARK (B) Today we drive north via
Arrowtown, a historical goldmining settlement
and on to Twizel. We overnight near Mount
Cook home to the country’s highest peak.
Country hotel
DAY 19 • MOUNT COOK TO ASHBURTON
(BD) A beautiful drive along Lake Pukaki to
The Hermitage, our starting point for a choice
of easy walks along the Hooker Valley trail for
a close up of the majestic Mount Cook. Later,
we drop you off in smaller groups at three or
four rural properties around Ashburton, where
your hosts will extend their hospitality to you
to with a farm tour followed by a delicious
home-cooked dinner and a cosy night’s stay.
Rural Homestay

DAY 20 • ASHBURTON TO CHRISTCHURCH
(BD) This most English of New Zealand cities
suffered a succession of terrible earthquakes in
2011. Christchurch is reinventing itself with typical
Kiwi spirit and exciting new projects including
the cardboard cathedral and RE:Start Shopping
Mall in repurposed shipping containers. A guided
tour will help you understand the present and
future hopes for the city. This is the final part of
our journey together so tonight we relax over a
farewell dinner that showcases the best of New
Zealand food and wine.
City hotel
DAY 21 • DEPART CHRISTCHURCH (B)
If you are leaving New Zealand today, after
breakfast we transfer you to Christchurch
Airport for your flight home. Alternatively we
can extend your stay in Christchurch for a few
days or arrange onward independent touring
by car or TranzAlpine train. Either way, we must
say farewell, and waving you off with amazing
memories of your time in New Zealand.
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DAY 7 • ROTORUA (BD) This morning we walk
through the Waimangu Volcanic Valley, and
hear about the volcanic eruption of Mount
Tarawera in 1886 which destroyed the worldfamous ‘Pink & White’ silica terraces. Later, we’ll
spend time at a local Marae to listen to ancient
legends and learn about Māori lifestyles today.
An evening Māori cultural concert and
traditional Māori meal end the day in style.
DAY 8 • ROTORUA TO NAPIER (BD) Today we
head south, past Huka Falls to Lake Taupo
where we have time for lunch. We arrive in
Napier mid-afternoon and take a guided
walking tour of this fabulous Art Deco city.
The area is also well loved for its fabulous wines
so this evening our treat is a dinner with a glass
of wine at the Mission Estate Winery.
Private hotel
DAY 9 • NAPIER TO WELLINGTON (B)
This morning we travel south through the
Wairarapa to arrive in the country’s capital city
Wellington. Spend the afternoon sightseeing,
and take the cable car up to the Kelburn
lookout before walking back down through the
Botanic Gardens and enjoying tea in the Lady
Rosewood Garden. Visit Te Papa, the National
Museum, to learn more about the culture and
history of New Zealand.
City hotel
DAY 10 • WELLINGTON TO NELSON (B)
We board the Interislander Ferry across the
Cook Strait and through the beautiful Queen
Charlotte Sound to Picton. On arrival, travel to
the delightful Nelson, our base for two nights.
In the afternoon we stretch our legs along on a
section of the Centre of New Zealand Walkway.
Local Bed & Breakfast
DAY 11 • ABEL TASMAN NATIONAL PARK
(B) Paradise found! Abel Tasman National Park
is a mosaic of golden coves and turquoise
lagoons sheltered by forested ranges to the
south. We board a small cruiser for a day of
exploration, with native wildlife a highlight of
our scenery.
Local Bed & Breakfast
DAY 12 • NELSON TO FRANZ JOSEF (B)
Today travel inland following the Buller River
gorge, emerging at Westport for a short walk
on the coastal path to Cape Foulwind where
we may see fur seals, sooty shearwaters and
blue penguins. In the afternoon we reach
Westland National Park, where ice meets
rainforest at the foot of the Fox and Franz Josef
Glaciers. We base ourselves in laid-back Franz
Josef township for ease of access to the slowly
moving ‘river’ of ice.
Country hotel
DAY 13 • FRANZ JOSEF TO WANAKA (B)
Ensure you have your camera for our visit to
nearby Lake Matheson for a morning stroll and
where, when conditions are right, perfectly

