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DAY 1 •  AUCKLAND  Haere mai – welcome! 
Arrive into Auckland and spend the afternoon 
and evening getting to know the ‘City of Sails’ 
and your fellow travellers. 
City hotel
DAY 2 • AUCKLAND TO BAY OF ISLANDS (B) 
Travel up Northland’s west coast skirting 
Kaipara Harbour and following the Kaihu River 
to the Kai Iwi Lakes and the primeval forest 
of Waipoua, where we take a guided walk 
through the forest and meet the mighty Tane 
Mahuta – the largest kauri tree in the world.
In the afternoon we head east to tranquil 
Paihia, the ‘jewel of the Bay of Islands’.
Local Bed & Breakfast, 2 nights
DAY 3 • BAY OF ISLANDS (B) We start the day 
in Russell with a tour led by a resident historian 
to learn about this town that was the country’s 
fi rst sea port and Its fi rst European settlement. 
Enjoy an afternoon at leisure to explore the 
area or take a cruise with an opportunity to 
swim with dolphins (weather permitting!). 
DAY 4 • BAY OF ISLANDS TO COROMANDEL 
PENINSULA (B) This morning we visit the 
beautiful site of the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 

17 DAYS • North and South Island • For prices and date info, visit www.leisuretimetours.co.nz
Explore the wide sandy beaches of the Coromandel coastline; dip your toes in the azure blue waters of 
Abel Tasman National Park after a guided hike through the sub-tropical bush, and journey deep 
into Fiordland National Park to cruise on Milford Sound – one of our all-time ‘must do’ experiences 
on a trip to the South Island.

Tour Inclusions
• All transport and the services of 

an excellent tour guide
• Accommodation based on two 

people sharing a double/twin 
room (single supplement applies)

• Entrance fees to places of interest 
included on your itinerary

• The services of local guides where 
referenced

Culinary Inclusions
• 20 meals included:

16 breakfasts (B) 1 lunch (L) 
3 dinners (D)

• Enjoy dinner and wine at Mission 
Estate Winery in Napier

• Taste true tradition at a Māori 
Hangi Meal in Rotorua

where Māori chiefs fi rst signed their agreement 
with the British settlers: the Treaty of Waitangi. 
Heading south we make a stop at the Miranda 
Shorebird Centre to learn about the amazing 
annual migrations of birds that travel south 
from the Arctic Circle for the summer months.
Private hotel, 2 nights
DAY 5 • EXPLORE THE COROMANDEL 
PENINSULA (BD) White cliff s and golden 
beaches, inviting turquoise waters and green 
forests are the colours of the Coromandel, 
with scarlet highlights courtesy of the fl owers 
of Pohutukawa trees in summer, making this 
one of our favourite regions.  Rightly famous 
is Hot Water Beach, where warm springs 
bubble up through the sand, and when the 
tide is right you can dig out your very own 
‘spa’ pool for a wallow.  Our recommendation 
for lunch is under the fruit trees at Colenso 
Café. In the afternoon, it is well worth putting 
on your boots to walk to Cathedral Cove.  This 
marine reserve is accessible only on foot or 
by boat: our eff orts are rewarded with one 
of the most photogenic beaches in NZ, with 
water-worn rock formations sparkling against 
the blue-green of the Pacifi c.  Tonight we 
share on the cooking duties enjoying a Kiwi 
Favourite – a BBQ dinner in the garden of our 
accommodation. 
DAY 6 • COROMANDEL PENINSULA TO 
ROTORUA (B) Travel south on the Pacifi c Coast 
Highway to Rotorua. Here we take a guided 
walk of the Government Gardens, and take a 

trip to Te Puia, an active geothermal site, and the 
centre for indigenous arts and crafts and a Kiwi 
conservation project. 
City hotel, 2 nights
DAY 7 • ROTORUA (BD) This morning we 
visit the Waimangu Volcanic Valley – site of 
the eruption of Mt Tarawera in 1886, which 
destroyed the world-famous ‘Pink & White’ silica 
terraces and devastated local Maori villages. 
This catastrophic event changed the landscape 
forever and created the valley we now walk 
through, past boiling craters and jewel-coloured 
steaming lakes.  
Take a cruise across Lake Rotomahana to the site 
of the old silica terraces, hear the story of Guide 
Sophia and see the new terraces of silica slowly 
forming. This afternoon take time out to relax at 
our hotel before travelling to a local Marae 
(Maori Village).  Maori legend has it that Maui-
tikitiki-a-Taranga used a magical jawbone as 
a hook to fi sh North Island from the depths of 
the sea and that Hawke’s Bay is that jawbone.  
Experience a formal welcome (powhiri) including 
the hongi – that is sharing breath.  Delve into 
Maori life, both past and contemporary. Listen 
to their fascinating reality – how things are 
and what is important to their family, their 
connection to their land, the importance of 
whakapapa (lineage) and life amongst their 
people.  The iwi (tribes) are equal partners 
in caring for New Zealand’s natural beauty..  
Finally this evening enjoy a powerful cultural 
performance, storytelling & Hangi (feasting). 
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DAY 8 • ROTORUA TO NAPIER (BD) Take in 
the crashing waters of Huka Falls on our way to 
Lake Taupo, the largest freshwater lake in New 
Zealand, surrounded by the mighty peaks of 
Ruapehu, Ngauruhoe and Tongariro. Take time 
toexplore the bustling township of Taupo. Later 
arrive in Napier and take a guided walking tour
of this fabulous Art Deco city. The area is also 
well loved for its fabulous wines so this evening 
we enjoy a tour and dinner at the Mission 
Estate Winery. 
Private hotel
DAY 9 • NAPIER TO WELLINGTON (B) This 
morning we travel through vineyards and 
orchards, through the bush-clad ranges of 
the Wairarapa, which has an off -the-beaten-
track charm that belies its proximity to New 
Zealand’s capital, and into Wellington.  Full 
of artists, writers and fi lm-makers – the 
most famous of whom is Sir Peter Jackson 
– Wellington has a lively arts scene and café 
culture.   We take the cable car up to the 
Kelburn lookout before walking back down 
through the Botanic Gardens, enjoying tea 
in the Lady Norwood Rose Garden.  A visit to 
Te Papa, one of the most exciting museums 
in the world, is highly recommended for New 
Zealand insights – the shaping of its land, the 

spirit of its diverse peoples, its unique wildlife, 
landscapes and its distinctive popular culture.  
City hotel
DAY 10 • WELLINGTON TO NELSON (B) 
Board the Interislander Ferry to travel across 
the Cook Straight to arrive in Picton This 
afternoon we drive to the delightful town of 
Nelson to walk a stroll along a section of the 
Centre of New Zealand Walkway that winds 
alongside the Matai River. 
Local Bed & Breakfast
DAY 11 • ABEL TASMAN NATIONAL PARK 
(B) Paradise found! Abel Tasman National 
Park’s golden beaches, glittering waters and 
world famous coastal track are a highlight of 
any trip to New Zealand. We board a small 
cruiser to spend the day exploring the region. 
Choose to relax on board or take an easy 
4-hour hike through the coastal forest to 
Torrent Bay and its beautiful tidal lagoon to 
rejoin the cruiser for the trip home. 
Local Bed & Breakfast
DAY 12 • NELSON TO FRANZ JOSEF (B) 
Today travel inland following the Buller River 
gorge, emerging at Westport for a short walk 
on the coastal path to Cape Foulwind where 
we may see fur seals, sooty shearwaters and 
blue penguins. Then on to Westland National 

Park, where ice meets rainforest at the foot 
of the Fox and Franz Josef Glaciers. We base 
ourselves in laid-back Franz Josef township for 
ease of access to the slowly moving ‘river’ of ice. 
Country hotel
DAY 13 • FRANZ JOSEF TO WANAKA (B) 
Ensure you have your camera for our visit to 
nearby Lake Matheson for a morning stroll and 
where, when conditions are right, perfectly 
mirrors beautiful Mount Cook in its still waters. 
This land is the heart of Te Wahipounamu 
– the place of the greenstone – explored 
by generations of Maori but penetrated by 
Europeans only 150 years ago.  We head 
up over the Haast Pass along the river road, 
which took more than 40 years to complete, 
travelling beside the icy river and deep into 
Mt Aspiring National Park.  The atmosphere 
lightens as we reach lovely Lake Wanaka, 
refl ecting the mountain peaks that in winter 
off er superb skiing, and the pretty resort town 
of Wanaka.
Local Bed & Breakfast
DAY 14 • WANAKA TO TE ANAU (B) This 
morning there is time to relax, you may wish 
to take a jet boat ride up the Matukituki River 
or take the opportunity to enjoy one of New 
Zealand’s best half day walks – The Diamond 

Lake and Rocky Mountain Trail.  As we depart 
Wanaka we stop to quench our thirst at the 
much photographed Cardrona Pub before 
travelling around Lake Wakatipu and into 
Te Anau, gateway to the magnifi cent Fiordland 
National Park. 
Country hotel, 2 nights
DAY 15 • TE ANAU TO MILFORD SOUND 
(BL) We take the coach into Milford Sound. 
A beautifully scenic route, with plenty of 
opportunities for photo taking. Enjoy a 
morning walk in the National Park with an 
experienced nature guide followed by lunch 
and a cruise on Milford Sound. 
DAY 16 • TE ANAU TO QUEENSTOWN (B) 
Leaving Fiordland National Park behind, we 
take a short journey via Kingston and Lake 
Wakatipu to Queenstown ‘ Switzerland of the 
Southern Hemisphere’ and our base for the 
next two nights. 
City hotel
DAY 17 • DEPART QUEENSTOWN (B) 
If you have time before your departure, 
you may choose to enjoy some time in 
Queenstown today, picking up last minute 
souvenirs or perhaps squeezing in a skydive (!) 
before we transfer you to the airport ready for 
your fl ight home.
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